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" He [Mr. Whittier] says that I seem to think that
the Quakers were as much to blame for being hanged
as Endicott was for hanging them. I might not put
the matter in that way, but the most candid and delib-
erate judgment I can form on the sad episode is, that
both parties were equally chargeable with wrong and
folly."

Mr. Whittier continued the discussion, and concluded
it, so far as he was concerned, with the following letter:

I find in tlie " Advertiser " of this morning a rejoinder from
Dr. Ellis to my communication of the 28th instant. I do not
know that any further remarks on my part are really neces-
sary, but I would like to notice briefly one or two points.
Dr. Ellis reiterates his belief that no prisoners were released
in consequence of the " King's Missive." If he is right in
his opinion that there were no Friends in the jail at the time,
the reply of Governor Endicott to the king's messenger,
Shattuck, would have been prompt and decisive that His Maj-
esty had been misinformed, as there were no such persons
condemned or imprisoned in the colony. Instead of this, he
consulted his deputy and assured Shattuck that the king's
command should be obeyed.

In answer to my suggestion that the imprisoned Friends
were not sent to England for trial agreeably to the king's
demand, from a fear that the action of the colonial magis-
trates would not bear a legal investigation, Dr. Ellis states
that a year previous certain prisoners were released on condi-
tion of their departure in an English ship. The cases are not
parallel. The people thus sent off had no means of bringing
their cause before a British court, and the Massachusetts
authorities well knew there was no danger of their enact-
ments and penalties being tested by English law. But the
king's letter to Endicott is an imperative demand : " If there
be any of those people called Quakers amongst you already
condemned to suffer death or other corporal punishment, or
that are imprisoned and obnoxious to such condemnation,
you are to forbear to proceed any further therein ; and that